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MEMBER OF THE YEAR RICK ROMANO
• He has worked at Wachusett Mountain for the last 16   
 years as a ski instructor working with children of  all ages  
 from teaching them how to ski to attacking the race course  
 for a medal.

• He is a Nordica Ski Representative for  
 Wachusett Mountain.

• He volunteered for Boy Scouts when his sons,  
 Nick and Domenic, were members.

• He participates in the M.S. Bike Ride from Boston to   
 Provincetown riding 185 miles in two days.

• He has raised thousands of  dollars for the cause and has  
 helped his friends with their fund raisers by donating  
 pieces of  jewelry to use for silent auctions to help them   
 meet their goal.

• He belongs to a team of  over 60 riders, Pep's Peddlers, that  
 hope their team will hit the mark of  contributing $1 million  
 dollars to support the research to find a cure for M.S.  
 this year.

• He is one of  the owners of  Charles Frederick Jewelers.

• He is a member of  the Board of  Directors of  New   
 England Jewelers Association.

• He is a member of  the Board of  Directors of  the   
 Boston Jewelers Association.

• He serves as the Webmaster and Volunteer    
 Coordinator for the Chelmsford Parade Committee.

• He is a graduate of  Chelmsford High School Class of  1982.

• He is a Lifetime Member of  the Chelmsford High   
 School Alumni Association.

• He was a nominee of  the Enterprise Bank    
 Celebration of  Excellence.

• He served as President of  the Chelmsford Business   
 Association for 4 years (usually a 2 year term).

• He currently serves on the Board of  Directors of  the   
 Chelmsford Business Association.

• He will be one of  the Stars in "Chelmsford's Dancing   
 with the Stars" in the Spring!

 Congratulations Rick!!

John Harrington, Kathy Kelley, Rick Romano and Hank Hamelin
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110 Grill

Begin with Skin,  
  Joanne Sargent

BEF Alarms

Blake Funeral Home

Classic Flowers

Dun-Rite Landscaping

Edward Jones Investments

Electronic Associates

Fishbones Restaurant

Glenview Pub and Grill

James G. Cullen, CPA 

The Hardy Family

John and Linda Harrington

Kathy Kelley

Lowell Five Cents Savings

Lynn and Chuck Marcella

Michael G. Sargent, DDS

Moonstones

North Chelmsford Hardware

Pat Dearborn

Princeton Station

Ready Real Estate
Rufina’s 

Sargent and Associates

Shannon and Associates

Sichuan Palace

Sunny Acres Nursing  
  and Rehabilitation

Liping Swift/Sign-A-Rama

The Green Lawn Co.

Triangle Service Center

Upholstery by Michael

Village Electric

Membership Appreciation Dinner
Thanks to all our members who attended 
the Membership Appreciation Dinner at the 
Princeton Station. The meal was delicious and 
everyone seemed to have a great time. Thanks 
again to our Holiday Social committee for 
all their hard work. Special thanks to all our 
members for donating great raffle prizes!!

Thanks to Russ McQueen for providing great 
dancing music. Thanks to our Master of  
Ceremonies and our newest member of  the 
CBA Board of  Directors, Jim Shannon Also, 
thanks to Bill Martin and Paul Aronian for 
filming the event for the “CBA Show”.

Dick DeFreitas and Sandy Martinez

Carla Keen, Charles Keen, Michael Smith

Pat DeFreitas, Louise Tremblay and Tami Dristiliaris

Sue Langevin and Jennifer Hardy



MERRIMACK VALLEY FOOD BANK DONATION
It has become an annual event that the Chelmsford Business Association makes a donation to the 
Merrimack Valley Food Bank and this year was no different.  We we have a lot to be thankful for and 
enjoy paying it forward.  

25 Years Young and Going Strong! The Merrimack Valley Food Bank has been transporting, storing 
and distributing food to people in our community since 1991. We were founded as a program of  the 
Middlesex Shelter in Lowell, MA (now known as Lowell Transitional Living Center) in response to the 
increased need for emergency food in greater Lowell.

We have evolved and grown from serving 6 agencies in a donated store front space and a rented truck 
to serving 131 agencies, in 47 cities and towns in Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire from our 
own 20,000 square foot former mill building.  Through our network of  member agencies we are serving 
nearly 70,000 people monthly!

Kathy Kelley, John Harrington, Sue Zacharer and Tom Boucher
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Dear Members: 

Welcome to 2017!  
I recently came across a 
New Year’s Eve post by an 

acquaintance, which read “Don’t be mean in ‘17” 
and while that should be a good mantra in any 
year, it seems very appropriate now, in light of  the 
series of  ongoing attacks at home and around the 
world.    It all starts with each of  us as individuals 
in our own relatively small communities.  In the 
26 years I have been involved with the Chelmsford 
Business Association, I have been consistently 
amazed and re-energized by the support of  each 
other and of  our town, arising from within this 
group.  I am very proud and thankful to be part of  
the CBA. 

Our Member Appreciation Dinner was held just 
before Thanksgiving at the Princeton Station.    
Rick Romano (Charles Frederick Jewelers) was 
celebrated as “Member of  the Year” for 2016.  
While Rick may have been surprised by this honor 
(it was a secret until announced at the dinner) my 
guess is that no one else was surprised.   Rick is a 
gentleman; a kind, hard working gentleman, and 
his goodness is evident in every gesture. Please 
see the article in this publication. Rick did double 
duty, serving not one, but two two-year terms as 
President of  the CBA.   A tough act to follow!  If  
you were not at the dinner, please join me thanking 
Rick for the wonderful four years “plus” of  terrific 
work. 
As you may be aware, one of  the Association’s 
concerns is that real estate taxes be applied 
fairly to businesses and residents alike.  We have 
illustrated and demonstrated over the years, that 
a single tax rate is not only fair, but it is best for 
all and most beneficial to Chelmsford.   The Board 
of  Selectmen revisits the issue once a year, and 
once again has made the decision to keep the 
single tax rate.   It is gratifying to know that our 

Selectmen have spent the time to fully understand 
the implications of  changing the business tax rate, 
and see that a single rate is in the best interest 
of  residents as well as businesses. Remember, a 
majority of  our members are not only business 
owners in town, but they also are Chelmsford 
residents.

We want to represent every business in town- if  
you know of  a business that is not part of  the CBA, 
please refer them to us.  We will contact them 
and invite them to a meeting.   We are different 
from other business groups.  The CBA is not a 
networking group, although networking is one of  
the by products of  membership.   The CBA was 
formed to ensure that businesses are represented 
in town.

Wishing each of  you good things- health, 
happiness, prosperity and kindness in 2017.    
I thank you all for your trust in me as President for 
the coming year.

Kathy Kelley
President

President’s 
Message
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CBA Scholarship  
The purpose of  the Association’s fund is to award 
scholarships to Chelmsford residents who upon 
graduation from the Chelmsford High School, Nashoba 
Valley Technical High School or any other accredited 
private high school, intend to pursue a degree at an 
accredited two or four year college or junior college. 

This year a $1,500 Scholarship is available to any 
qualifying Chelmsford Student

To qualify the applicant must be a Chelmsford resident, 
attend and graduate in the year of  this application from 
Chelmsford High School, Nashoba Valley Technical 
High School or any other accredited private high school. 
The applicant must have been accepted to a 2 or 4 year 
degree granting accredited college or junior college 
attending on a full-time basis. The applicant must also 
have a 3.0 cumulative average.  

When applying please include a completed application 
form, a copy of  the applicants high school transcript, 
a copy of  post secondary school acceptance letter (if  
available), and two letters of  character reference from a 
non-family adult. 

A completed application must be delivered to the 
Greater Lowell Community Foundation no later than  
5 pm on April 15th.

If your business is interested in
being filmed for our CBA local
cable show, please contact us  

at (978) 250-3858 or  
chelmsbusassoc@comcast.net

Interested in being filmed?

SHRED DAY
Thursday, April 20th 

Thursday, September 21st

1PM until 4 PM  
BEST WESTERN PLUS 

CHELMSFORD INN 
187 Chelmsford Street, 

Chelmsford

All CBA Members 
Welcome!

So bring all those old files!
Questions? Call Kathy Kelley  

at 617-964-82851.
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 Quick Winter Facts 
•  Winter cold kills more than twice as many Americans as  
 summer heat does.

•  The Southern Hemisphere typically has milder winters  
 than the Northern Hemisphere. This is because the   
 Southern Hemisphere has less land and a more  
 maritime climate.

•  While it seems counterintuitive, Earth is actually closest  
 to the sun in December, even though winter solstice is   
 the shortest day of the year.

•  According to the Guinness World Records, on January 28,  
 1887, a snowflake 15 inches wide and 8 inches thick fell  
 in Fort Keogh, Montana, making it the largest snowflake  
 ever observed.

•  Chionophobia is the persistent fear of snow, especially  
 becoming trapped by snow. The term is derived from the  
 Greek words chion and phobos, meaning “snow” and   
 “fear,” respectively

•  Snowflakes are actually translucent, not white
 Every winter, at least one septillion (that’s 1 followed by  
 24 zeros) snow crystals fall from the sky.

•  A New Zealand insect called the Weta freezes completely  
 solid when temperatures drop during the winter.  
 However, when temperatures warm back up, the insect  
 unfreezes, thaws, and resumes its activities.

•  The onset of menopause is significantly higher in winter 
than in spring or autumn, with a smaller peak in summer.

•  The average snowflake falls at about 3 mph.

•  One inch of snow will produce just less than 1/10 of an  
 inch of water when melted. Ten inches of snow will melt  
 down to only 1 inch of water.

•  The largest recorded snowman ever built was in Bethel,  
 Maine, in February 1999. The 113-foot, 7-inch snowman  
 broke the previous record held by Yamagata, Japan, at 96  
 feet and 7 inches.

•  Bismarck, North Dakota, holds the record for the most  
 snow angels at one time. On February 17, 2007, several  
 schools joined forced to create 8,962 snow angels.

•  Even today, the Kwakiutl Indians of British Columbia  
 change their names and take on the names of their  
 ancestors at the beginning of winter. They believe this  
 will protect them from the spirits of the dead who return  
 at this time of year.

•  While the winter solstice is the shortest day of the year,  
 seasonal lag means that the coldest period usually   
 follows the solstice by a few weeks.

•  A single snowstorm can drop 39 million tons of snow.

•  Snow appears white because snow is a bunch of   
 individual ice crystals arranged together. When light hits  
 snow, it bounces all around the ice crystals and the  
 “color” of all the frequencies in the visible spectrum  
 combined in equal measure is white. While white is  
 the color we see in snow, individual ice crystals are   
 actually translucent.

•  The most snow ever recorded in 24 hours in the United  
 States was at Silver Lake, Colorado, in 1921 at 76 inches.  
 Coming in second is Georgetown, Colorado, in December  
 4, 1913, at 63 inches.

•  Mt. Baker ski area in Washington state holds the world   
 record for snowfall at 1,140 inches of snow during the   
 1998–1999 winter season.

•  The first Winter Olympics were held in Chamonix,   
 France, in 1924. No country in the    
 Southern Hemisphere has  
 hosted, or even been an  
 applicant to host, the  
 Winter Olympics.

•  Around 12% of Earth’s land  
 surface is covered in   
 snow and ice.

*Lehnardt, Karin. “59 Cold Facts about 
Winter” www.factretriever.com. 
Published November 29, 2016
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Nominating 
Committee 
Nominating committee is always looking for 
candidates to serve on the board of  directors 
and possibly take an officers position.

Anyone interested should send a letter of  
interest to CBA offices including name of  the 
business they represent, city or town they 
reside in and anything else about them that 
might be pertinent.

People from all types of  businesses are 
encouraged to apply especially members that 
represent accounting and law firms.

Hank Hamelin
Chairperson, Nominating Committee

BOARD MEETINGS

January 12

February 9

March 9

April 13

May 11

June 8

Past Member of  the Years....
Front: Kathy Kelley, Rick Romano, John Harrington

Back: Ken Kydd, Dick DeFreitas, Michael Sargent, Jim Cullen, Jeff  Hardy, 
Brian Reidy, Hank Hamelin, Jim Shannon, Tony DelPapa and Lynn Marcella

Don and Denise Gilbride, Rudy and Allyson Feri Sotomayor

Brian Chapman, Sue Zacharer, Yvonne Gaudette and Jeff  Hardy
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The Chelmsford Parade Committee is 
busy planning the Town of  Chelmsford 
50th Annual 4th of  July Parade!   
It will be held on Tuesday, July 4th  
at 10:00 am.   

This is a big one for our town!!  We  
are looking for new committee 
members and always need help the  
day of  the parade.   

If  you would like to participate please 
contact us at: chelmsfordparade.org or 
chelmsfordparade@aol.com

Parade Article Town of Chelmsford
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Board Of DirectorsChelmsford 
Business Association

 Chelmsford Business Association Newsletter     

10 Summer Street
Chelmsford, MA 01824

The CBA Newsletter is available 
via email. GO GREEN and help the 

CBA save some money.
C

Contact the CBA at 978-250-3858 
or send an email to  

chelmsbusassoc@comcast.net  
and request a change in the  

method you receive this newsletter. 

First Class
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID CHELMSFORD, MA
PERMIT 66

        Phone     Fax 

President Kathy Kelley 617-964-8285  KAKBestWestern@aol.com

Vice President Tom Boucher 978-256-2546 978-250-3801 tboucher@lowellfive.com

Secretary Carla Keen 978-250-1681 978-420-8869 carla.pond@edwardjones.com

Treasurer Jim Cullen 978-251-0110 978-251-0711 cul@rcn.com

Director Annmarie Roark 978-256-4167 978-250-8387 aroark@aroarklaw.com

Director Brian Reidy 978-256-1808 978-256-1808 b.reidy@comcast.net

Director Hank Hamelin 978-256-5588 978-250-1691 Hankski@aol.com

Director Charlene Parlee 978-667-0751 978-663-7597 charlene@jandcmanagement.com

Director Dick DeFreitas 978-251-3003 978-251-3033 redef@autobusicon.com

Director Doug Hausler 978-256-6080 978-256-0515 dhausler@lhrlaw.com

Director Jeff  Hardy 978-250-1113 978-250-4969 jhardy0923@aol.com

Director Lynn Marcella 978-256-9344  lynn.marcella@verizon.net

Director Paul Hardy 978-256-5251 978-244-1460 paulhardy@blakefuneralhome.com

Director Tony DelPapa 978-256-4845 978-256-5804 tonydelpapa@villageelectric.com

Director Jim Shannon 978-250-3777 978-250-1210 jcsiiicpa@comcast.net

Director Peter McAllister 978-256-7658  triangleservice1@aol.com

Past President Rick Romano 978-256-9796 978-256-9857 rickromano@comcast.net

Executive Director John Harrington 978-250-3858 978-256-8706 jgh1013@comcast.net
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